
Country Springs raises National Blue Ribbon School  

flag over its campus for the second time 
Celebrating Country Springs Elementary School’s 2015 National Blue Ribbon School award at a ceremony 
Nov. 18, Principal Luke Hackney told the students “Remember Blue Ribbon Champs, we are not finished, 
we are going to continue to get better and better every day.” 

It was the second time the Chino Hills school has earned the highest honor bestowed by the U.S. 
Department of Education, previously being named a National Blue Ribbon School in 2007. 

Country Springs was one of just 332 schools in the nation and 33 in the state to receive the coveted 
award. It was the only public school in San Bernardino County to receive the designation. 

The award is based on a school’s overall academic excellence or its progress in closing achievement gaps 
among student subgroups. The schools also demonstrate that all students can achieve to higher levels. 
The U.S. Department of Education honored Country Springs and the other Blue Ribbon Schools at a 
recognition ceremony on Nov. 9-10 in Washington, D.C. 

Country Springs’ ceremony on Wednesday began with the raising of the National Blue Ribbon Schools 
flag in front of a large crowd of students, staff members, parents, and local dignitaries.  

A video of Country Springs’ administrators, teachers, staff members, and students lip syncing and 
dancing to the music of Carly Rae Jepsen’s “Call Me, Maybe” was also played. The original lyrics were 
replaced with a song about the school including the refrain “Yeah, all the people are so amazing. That’s 
why our school is Blue Ribbon, Baby.” 

Fifth-graders concluded the event, singing The Monkees’ “I’m a Believer.” Still excited about the event 
after it ended, the youngsters broke into the “National Anthem” when they heard the music playing on a 
loudspeaker in the background. 

In addition to its Blue Ribbon award, Country Springs received top honors from the state three times, 
named a California Distinguished School in 1999/2000, 2005/2006, and 2009/2010. 

Among those attending Wednesday’s ceremony were San Bernardino County of Schools Superintendent 
Ted Alejandre, San Bernardino County Supervisor Curt Hagman, Chino Hills City Mayor Cynthia Moran 
and Councilmembers Ed Graham and Peter Rogers, Chino Valley Unified School District Board of 
Education members Andrew Cruz, James Na, and Pamela Feix, CVUSD Superintendent Wayne M. Joseph 
and his cabinet, and CVUSD directors. 

Pictured: 



The 2015 National Blue Ribbon School flag is raised at Country Springs Elementary School in Chino Hills 
as students and parents watch.



 



Country Springs Elementary School students and parents look to the sky to see the 2015 National Blue 
Ribbon flag, as well as dozens of blue balloons launched into the air.



 



Country Springs Elementary School Principal Luke Hackney (left, on stage) listens as Student Council 
President Darren Mejia readies the audience for the “Pledge of Allegiance” during the National Blue 
Ribbon School ceremony on Wednesday. 



 



Holding balloons for Country Springs’ National Blue Ribbon School ceremony are substitute teacher 
Claudia Mena (left) and the school’s Nutrition Services staff member Michelle Chavez. 



 



A banner on the wall of Country Springs’ media center celebrates the Chino Hills school’s designation as 
a 2015 National Blue Ribbon School, the highest honor bestowed on schools by the U.S. Department of 
Education. 



 


